HISTORY OF THE NAWWABS OF THE CARNATiC
Nandraj and Murari Rao were perplexed on account oi" the
breaking up of their own sie^c, notwithstanding their large
army, great strength, pomp, plentiful implements of war
and other things. On careful consideration of the facts, they
agreed to bribe the subadar, an employee of the sarkar, a
trustworthy person in all the affairs of the fort, through his
brother who was employed in their own army. In accordance
with a spurious plan they engaged themselves to prepare lad-
ders and implements for assault, and waited for a sjgnal from
the subadar who secured one day a passport from Khayru'd-
DJn Khan to go to one of the districts outside the limits of the
fort, under the pretext of attending a marriage of one of his
relations, and had his family got out of the fort. Then he
informed the enemy of the suitability of the night of that
day. The deceitful French along with the armies of Nandraj
and Murari Rao, cannon and other implements for assault,
crossed the river Ivaveri during night by means of boats which
they were prudent enough to keep ready for the occasion. The
French with their own army placed ladders1 against the wall on
the side of the tower which was protected by the tomb of Shah
Fatahu'llah Sahib (may Allah sanctify his resting place), and
nearly five hundred frangs with guns on their shoulders entered
the first enclosure. Since the ladders were short, they felt helpless
to get into the second enclosure whose walls were higher than
(1) M. Dupleix had superseded M. Massin by Mainville, sent new rein-
forcements and ordered a night escalade of the fort The imprisoned Astruc
had arranged with the sentries at the fort-gate to pay them a large bribe, if,
after making a show of resistance they should open the gates to the assault-
ing party. The assault was made without the knowledge of Nanja Raja or
Murari Rao who were informed only later. The French entered the gates,
but failed to post troops there, and overturned the guns on the rampart into
the ditch. The English contrived to shut the gate,, seized the powder and
shot of the French party and fired against the men on the ramparts. About
400 men fell into English hands, including nine officers. This reverse greatly
dispirited M. Dupleix.
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